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Dear Parents/Guardians & Students: 
 
RHS is proud of being an inclusive school where all points of view and people are respected.  Students 
engage in healthy educational debates in the classroom and are active in their support for human rights. 

 
Unfortunately, there are a few instances that occur when students make poor choices and their actions 

require revisiting these principles.  This year, there were some racially and culturally insensitive actions, 

including a swastika and Star of David being carved into a girls’ bathroom stall.  Hate-based behavior is 

intolerable and has no place in society or at RHS.  These events are deeply disturbing and counter all of 

the RHS values we profess. 
 
Our faculty and staff strive for an inclusive and tolerant community.  We appreciate and embrace the 

diversity of our student body and believe we are stronger because of that diversity.  We all must work 

together to ensure that RHS is a place where everyone feels accepted and valued. 

 
Presentation 

In response to these recent instances and to further educate the student-body and faculty, we will be hosting 

a week of activities and lessons based on the theme Hate Has No Place...Love Lives Here.  To start the 

week, there will be two presentations lasting 60 minutes each  by  a  retired  Monmouth  County 

Prosecutor. The workshop title is: Bias, Prejudice & Stereotypes - How Do They Affect Us? All students 

and staff will be expected to attend one of the sessions.   

 

Below please find the NEW alternate schedules we will be following on March 11 & 12: 

 

Monday, March 11  Tuesday, March 12 

Period 1 7:45 – 8:55  Period 4 7:45 – 8:55 

Period 2 9:00 – 10:00  Period 1 9:00 – 10:00 

Period 3 10:05 – 10:55  Period 2 10:05 – 10:55 

Lunch 10:55 – 11:40  Lunch 10:55 – 11:40 

Period 5 11:40 – 12:50  Period 8 11:40 – 12:50 

Period 6 12:55 – 1:55  Period 5 12:55 – 1:55 

Period 7 2:00 – 2:50  Period 6 2:00 – 2:50 

 

The presentation schedule is as follows: 

 

 

Freshmen Monday, March 11 Period 1 

Juniors Monday, March 11 Period 5 

Sophomores Tuesday, March 12 Period 4 

Seniors Tuesday, March 12 Period 8 

 

Est. 1892 
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This presentation will explore how prejudice and discrimination often are root causes for human conflict, 
which explains how strangers come to hate one another.  In this interactive workshop, we will examine 
the definitions of prejudice and discrimination, discuss examples of these concepts, and investigate causes 
of these biases. Our perception is how we view, respond, and react to every experience.  This workshop 
is designed to help us better understand what stereotypes and biases are; discuss how to recognize our own 
biases; and how to move beyond them to create a safe environment for learning. 
 
Themes 
When students graduate from RHS, they are able to apply knowledge to develop their passions, stand 

strong in the face of adversity, and make an impact on their world. While in school, students are engaged 

in rigorous lessons, allowing them to delve into content. They connect their learning by analyzing 

universal themes and answering essential questions about what it means to be human, to be responsible, 

to determine what is truth, and to decide who is empowered. They apply these lessons to their own lives 

and the world around them. 

 
As educators, our responsibility is to cultivate critical thinking to prepare students for their next steps. 

They are exposed to speakers who bear witness from personal experiences in the Holocaust and speak 

directly about the themes of the perpetrator, victim, bystander, and upstander. 

 
Programs and Classroom Lessons 

The English and social studies curricula already address bias, prejudice, and stereotypes in grades 9-

12. Unit lessons addressing these topics are identified with a “H” for Holocaust Commission or “AC” 

for Amistad Commission.   To further enhance the RHS curriculum, the March presentation will 

be followed by English and social studies lessons that week addressing these topics. 

 

Over the course of a student’s high school experience, there are many instances where they are exposed 

to bias, prejudice, and stereotypes in class lessons and are able to deal with these topics in proactive and 

positive ways. The following is a list, but not limited to, of a typical school year’s activities: 

 
•   Week of Respect 

•   Holocaust/Genocide Guest Speaker Series (2015-2018) 

•   Celebration of the Arts 

•   Fly the Gay Pride Flag on flagpole in June and permanently hang it in the Campus Center 

•   Holocaust and genocide are taught in grades 9-12 English and social studies curricula 

•   Human and civil rights are taught in grades 9-12 English and social studies curricula 

•   Night is read and studied in grade 9 English curriculum 

•   Dr. Michael Fowlin presentation about social problem solving (2017) 

•   Freshmen F.O.C.U.S. – many social and emotional topics covered for 9th graders 

 
Conclusion 

Hate has no place at RHS or in society.  As educators, we will continue to teach the students about 

the issues related to civil rights, genocide, and the Holocaust and empower them to be an upstander 

not a bystander. 

 
Respectfully,  

 
Thomas A. Gorman, Ed.D. 


